After two years in development, The World Journal of Otorhinolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery has finally been established. This journal aims to provide a platform for professional and scientific discussion in the field of Otorhinolaryngology: Head and Neck Surgery and related specialties viewed through the lens of a changing world. In this era of global communication, the Journal aims to actively promote academic exchange and enhance collaboration between clinicians, allied health specialists, and researchers.
Advancements within medical specialties often spur the emergence of professional journals that provide a forum for further development. The establishment and continued success of many of the journals in our field of Otorhinolaryngology: Head and Neck Surgery reflect a similar pattern of progress. Literary documentation suggests that our specialty originated in Europe over 200 years ago. Established in mid-18th century Europe, Otology became the first subspecialty within our field. At that time, the knowledge of Otology was largely limited to individual surgeons and their experiences. However, advances in anatomy, physiology, and pathology throughout the 19th century accelerated otological progress. This scientific foundation allowed for the dissemination of otolaryngologic knowledge beyond the individual practitioner and to the "field" of practitioners as a whole. Surgical techniques grew in complexity and ambition due to the emergence of anesthesiology and a focus on sterile processes. In 1829, the first doctor Benjamin Babington who used a laryngoscope to observe the glottis in London founded laryngology. Then in 1870, the first university hospital to combine otology and laryngology was founded in Vienna.
The American Otological Society was founded in 1868, and it was the first of the Ear, Nose, and Throat subspecialty associations in the world. Starting in 1841, physicians began to use concave mirrors to make observations of pathological changes of the ear, nose and throat. Mirrors were hand-held at first, but, starting in 1855, came to be worn on the forehead. After Thomas Edison invented the light bulb in 1879, doctors were able to observe deep inside these previously inaccessible orifices, leading to a greater understanding and appreciation of head and neck anatomy. Eventually, this led to the amalgamation of ear, nose, and throat into a single field: Otorhinolaryngology. In 1896, regional associations for otolaryngology and ophthalmology were founded in the United States at which time the national association for Ear Nose Throat (ENT) and ophthalmology was founded and chartered. In 1962, ENT and ophthalmology split up to become two independent associations. Twenty years later, Head and Neck Surgery, previously the province of general surgery, joined Otorhinolaryngology as a subspecialty.
Around the world, the growth of Otorhinolaryngology continued at an unprecedented rate. Academic activity in Otolaryngology developed relatively early in Europe. The German Society of Oto-Rhino-Laryngology was founded in 1921, and the British Association of Otorhinolaryngology was founded in 1943. In Asia, the Oto-Rhino-Laryngological Association of Japan was founded in 1953. Although Korea had established each of the subspecialties, they were never unified into a single group.
In the course of the development of our professional societies, society-sponsored journals were established. This continued professional development in our specialty across the world necessitated the use of a common language to facilitate communication. English was quickly established as the most commonly used language among nearly all medical professional journals. Many non-English speaking countries published English versions of their journals in order to promote the global exchange of ideas. The German Oto-Rhino-Laryngology Journal published English-language versions e the Ear Nose and Throat Journal and the Journal for Oto-Rhino-Laryngology, which now each have almost 100 years of publishing history. In 1984, the Oto-Rhino-Laryngological Association of Japan published the English-language version of the Journal of Otolaryngology of Japan, and the Korean Society of Otorhinolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery released the English-language journal Clinical and Experimental Otorhinolaryngology.
In China, although there are written records of otology dating back to the 13th Century BCE, it was not until the Tang Dynasty in the 6th century CE that the Imperial Bureau of Medicine established the departments of Otology, Ophthalmology, Dentistry and Stomatology. However, the scope of these disciplines was limited and lacked cross collaboration. After the arrival of Western medicine in the mid-19th Century, independent departments for each of the head and neck subspecialties were established in Beijing and Shanghai and, in 1911, the first independent Otorhinolaryngology department was founded.
The predecessors of the medical profession in China had always worked hard to promote the development and propagation of medical science and, by February 1915, the Chinese Medical Association was established in Shanghai. The first version of the National Medical Journal of China, with both Chinese and English editions, was published the following November. The first issue declared the aim of the nascent organization to unite medical professionals, uphold medical ethics and the rights of doctors, disseminate medical knowledge, advocate for social justice, and to liaise with international medical circles. The Chinese Medical Association's branch of ENT was founded in 1937, and, in 1953, started publishing the Chinese Journal of Otorhinolaryngology. In 2005, the journal's name changed to the Chinese Journal of Otorhinolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery in response to the developing nature of the field. In addition, other universities and research institutions established ten new Otolaryngology-related journals. Since the 1990s, the field has seen rapid development in the areas of clinical medicine, research, education and management. In the midst of the current wave of globalization and information technology development, more and more Chinese scholars continue to go abroad and join the ranks of world class scientists and researchers, resulting in many more Chinese scholars making important and prominent contributions to the field.
Currently, China has over 28,000 physicians in the field of Otorhinolaryngology. They are collectively taking advantage of rapid developments in technology to discover both the causes of disease and new treatment methodologies. The scope of their work is not limited to the critically important facet of patient care, but extends to research exploring origins of disease, promoting the use of evidence-based medical practices, and establishing strategies for preventing disease. In fact, trainee education and applied health economics are now also considered integral pursuits in the field. Today, a good doctor has come to mean not just a physician, but also a scientist. Chinese physician-scientists are now, more than ever, in need of high-level scientific communication platforms. Transcending geographic boundaries and connecting with the international community has become the defining trend of our time.
As Chinese-language journals cannot satisfy the increasing amount of international exchange happening in the field, more and more ENT physician-scientists have preferred to submit their research to English-language publications in other countries. However, some of these scientifically-worthy submissions fail to get published because the content or language used fails to meet the standards of an English-language journal. The lack of publication output is also attributable to the absence of a forum for manuscript solicitation, which could initiate discussions on a given subject-area, or which might allow Chinese physicians to present the Chinese perspective on clinical practice guidelines in the treatment of disease. These problems have led to some degree of weakening in the overall strength of Chinese scholars in scientific circles, to the point that the development of international collaboration has degraded. While China's economic development attracts worldwide attention, there is much progress to be made in understanding the other industries, like health care, that are rapidly advancing in China. A high-quality English-language journal could certainly help increase international exposure of Chinese scientific endeavors and, of equal importance, allow international investigators to share ideas with their counterparts in China.
As the first English-language specialty journal released to the world by the Chinese Medical Association, the World Journal of Otorhinolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery is arriving at an opportune time. Compared with many of the periodicals issued by other associations and publishing houses, the World Journal of Otorhinolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery has been established with an international focus from the moment of inception. Highly regarded professionals and scholars from across the world were invited to join the editorial board e indeed, some are editors-inchief of top ranked English-language journals. As individuals, our board members have established themselves as leaders within the field through exceptional clinical practice and research publications. Collectively, we have come together to put forth a genuine, international publication seeking to advance the progress of our specialty worldwide. Elsevier, a highly-renowned publishing company for medical literature, has provided a platform for submissions and review, making each facet of the publication process friendly to international scholars.
As the editor-in-chief of World Journal of Otorhinolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery, I have had a unique experience in studying, training, teaching, practicing and conducting research in Otorhinolaryngology in both China and the United States. I have witnessed, firsthand, the accelerating development of Otorhinolaryngology in China. The world is looking to see what China will become in the future and China, in turn, must be a contributing part of the international community. A new journal like ours will face myriad challenges in a field saturated with approximately one hundred other publications, but for China's current Otorhinolaryngology community, this is a necessary step. I believe that the World Journal of
